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	COMP 201
Introduction to Computers and Computing
 Course Outline – Summer 2007 


	Instructors  
	Calros Santana  
e-mail: santana@encs.concordia.ca

	Coordinator
	Aiman Hanna – Office: EV_3-257 - Tel: 848-2424 ext. 7878
e-mail: contact@AimanHanna.com

	Lectures
	(Section AA) – T-J 13:15 - 15:45 at FG-B040


Objectives

The objective of this course is to give an introduction to computer systems and computer programming. The course is intended as a first course for students who have no, or minimal, knowledge of computers but yet would like to pursue their studies in science, engineering, or any similar fields. 

In this course you will learn about hardware, software, data storage, programming languages, data organization, problem solving and algorithms as well as program design and development. 

The language used for the course is Visual Basic version 6.0 (VB6). 

At the end of the course you should: 

· Understand what a computer system is, and how it can be used,

· Understand what the different parts of a computer hardware are, 

· Understand what software, programming languages and programs are,

· Know how to write relatively simple programs.
In specific, some of the course coverage will include: introduction to computers, introduction to Visual Basic, data types, arithmetic operators, control structure, logical operators, loops, string manipulation functions/procedures, arrays and files.  

Textbook and Syllabus

The recommended textbook for the course is: An Introduction to Programming with Visual Basic 6.0 (4th Edition), by: David I. Schneider, Published by Prentice Hall. ISBN: 0-13-142707-5. 
Other References: 
The following is a good reference book is: Programming in Visual Basic 6.0, by: Julia Case Bradley and Anita C. Millspaugh. Published by Pearson. ISBN: 0-07-233513-0. 


In addition, there are many available Visual Basic textbooks in bookstores and libraries. Any VB6 books can be used as references.  In addition, the Internet has a mass of information about Visual Basic. One of the most useful sites to get such information is www.Microsoft.com.
In addition to the above resources, your instructor may provide you with course notes and programs that can be very helpful. The coordinator's website, www.AimanHanna.com (follow Concordia Links), will also maintains all course information, assignments, announcements, etc. 
Background

As indicated above, the course is intended to give an introduction to computer systems and computer programming, so you are not required to have any previous knowledge of computer systems or programming prior to this course. However, before taking this course you should have finished Math 202 or an equivalent course. 

 Workload and Grading

The course includes a fair bit of programming workload. Therefore, you should be prepared to spend adequate time and effort on this course. In general, there will be 5 or 6 programming assignments.  There will be two exams for the course (mid-term and final exams). Your instructor may also choose to add additional load such as class work or quizzes. In general the marking scheme for this course is as follows:

1. Programming Assignments:  25% 

There will be 5 or 6 Visual Basic programming assignments. All assignments are individual assignments. You should do your assignments at the university PC lab(s), which is allocated for this course (Please visit room H-925 to obtain your lab account). Alternatively, you can do the assignments at any other labs that you may have access to, or using your own computer, as long as you use Visual Basic version 6. It is worth noting that your textbook comes with a Visual Basic 6.0 working model. The programming assignments will evaluate to 25% of the course, however one assignment may evaluate to a higher or to a lower mark than another may.    

Important: All assignments must be submitted on or before the deadline. You are required to submit a hardcopy of your program, as well as a softcopy on diskette or CD. All assignments must be printed on 8.5" x 11" paper, and placed along with the diskette in a standard 8.5" x 11" (A4) envelop. On top of the envelope as well as on you hardcopy and the diskette, the following four piece of information must be written: 1) Your Name, 2) Your ID, 3) Your Comp 201 Section Number, and 4) The Assignment Number.  Failing to follow these rules may result in rejecting your assignment. All assignments must be placed at the course’s mailbox at room EV_3-414. 

2. Mid-term Exam, and other Class Load: 25% 

There will be one mid term exam. Your instructor will announce the date for the exam around the beginning of the term. The midterm will cover all material presented in the lectures, the textbook, and in the assignments, up to and including the lecture preceding the exam. In addition to the mid-term, your instructor may choose to add additional load such as class work or quizzes. Passing the mid-term is necessary for passing the course. There is no substitution for a missed mid-term exam.
3. Final Exam: 50% 

The course will have a final exam, which will cover material from the entire semester, including lectures, textbook, and assignments. Passing the final exam is necessary for passing the course. 
The grading of the course will be done based on the relative percentages assigned to the assignments and the exams. For reasons of fairness, we may choose to scale up/down the marks in a particular exam, quiz, or assignment to ensure that all aspects of the course receive a fair weight. Any such "fine-tuning" will be made known to you before the final grades are assessed. Finally, there are no pre-set cutoff points for the final grades; the cutoff points will be decided based on an assessment of difficulty level, class performance, fairness, and instructor & coordinator's wisdom from teaching and grading the course in the past. That is, there is no definite rule for translation of number grades to letter grades. 
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